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The Biblical Solution to Failing State Enterprises 
 
There is a scriptural solution to our failing state enterprises, power blackouts and 
failing economy.  That solution was applied to our world beating Springbok team 
lifting them from No.6 in the world to the World Cup victory....it is found in 1 Cor. 
12:28. 
 
When our Springbok rugby team went into the recent Rugby World Cup competition 
in Japan I must admit that I along with most commentators did not think we had a 
chance at lifting the Webb Ellis Cup at the end.  Maybe semi-finals....but not the final 
and not victory. 
 
The victory and the joy was that more greater the deeper the doubt.  But it was the 
analysis of the victory that really made an impression on me.  It was such an emphatic 
win, not even close, that it should have been obvious from the start.  But it wasn't.  
What was the key turnaround for our national team?  All the commentators were in 
agreement:  18 months before the World Cup we got a new team coach appointed 
with one mission...do what you have to do, pick who you want for the team but bring 
back the Webb Ellis trophy from Japan. 
 
There was something we as nation learned about our rugby players....we have the 
people at all positions on the team, we just needed new management to bring the 
winning team together.  In fact we learned that we had at least 2 people at every 
position that can get the job done....strength in depth. 
  
This got me thinking about the rest of our country and some insights from scripture 
that tell us the way forward. 
 
This was a bad few weeks for us as a nation just like it has been a bad year 
economically.  The power cuts are daily disrupting industry and commerce badly, 
South African Airways went into bankruptcy process, here where I live our biggest 
employer the local Saldanha steel mill announced its closure at end of February...loss 
of 1500 jobs for our local economy.  And I can go on and on about the bad economic 
news this last year and bleak prospects ahead. 
 
But there is something not right about this economic picture.  We should be one of the 
most prosperous regions on planet earth!  20 years ago we had the cheapest electricity 
in the world and we had to mothball some plants because we were producing too 
much.  We have coal supplies in the region to supply us for a 1000 years at the 
present consumption of 250 million tonnes per year. There is no shortage of possible 
energy supply. 
 
We along with Russia are the only two nations in the world that have all the minerals 
needed to make both carbon steel as well as stainless steel....coking coal, iron ore, 
manganese, nickel, chrome, limestone, fluorspar, cobalt....we should be the cheapest 



producer of steel and stainless steel in the world....and yet a country like South Korea 
which has none of these resources and imports them all, out sells, out produces us. 
 
Zimbabwe which used to be the breadbasket of Africa has the begging bowl out to the 
UN which is feeding a third of the population there.  We have 8 million tonnes of 
spare cement making capacity that is idle but our people live in tin shacks because we 
cannot build houses for them....when all the raw materials are there and millions 
unemployed wanting to work. 
 
Our region has some of the largest lithium deposits in the world to make lithium-ion 
batteries for electric vehicles....we should be a major location for electric vehicle 
production with stainless steel bodies....which is great to have non-corroding bodies 
when your EV motors and batteries will last 1 million kilometers before replacement. 
 
We have great deposits of rare earth metals in large deposits of thorium which are 
critical for next generation superconducting magnets and next generation thorium 
molten salt modular nuclear reactors.  And of course our large deposits of uranium 
should be converted to enriched uranium using our lowest cost electricity in the world 
to sell to the nuclear reactor industries of the world with the nuclear spent fuel rods 
buried at our Vaalputs Karoo facility (and later to be reprocessed through new 
technology breeder reactors to enriched uranium again). 
 
And now I am not even going on about the one of the biggest natural gas discoveries 
off the coast of Mozambique that should be supply gas to all of Southern Africa for 
cheap and clean power production and chemical industry production. 
 
And did you know that our banking and financial industry is one of the best and safest 
in the world as rated by the World Economic Forum.  I know, I have lived and 
worked in America which has 8000 different banks....none of them stack up to our big 
6 in either ease of doing business or spread of products and services. 
 
What I am saying here is that our region of Southern Africa has both the natural 
resources and the human resources to make us one of the most prosperous regions of 
the world.   
 
What is missing?  Management! 
 
Which brings me to 1 Cor. 12: 28...."And God has set some in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, thirdly teachers and miracles and gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues..." 
 
We hear lots about the 5-fold ministries of apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, 
pastors.  We hear about miracles and healings and tongues....but "governments"? 
 
The word here is "kuberneisis" in Greek and it means "to pilot" that is "to manage". 
Meaning that there are people who God has anointed supernaturally with a gift of the 
Holy Spirit to be managers.  It is as supernatural a gifted calling as apostles or 
prophets. 
 



Here is what I want you to see...read again the whole chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians and 
get the flow of what the Lord is saying here. 
 
It says the Spirit of God is given to every child of God. 
It says the "manifestation of the Spirit" is given to every child of God in the form of 
callings and gifts.  This is what "Christian" means....it comes from "Christ" which is 
not Jesus' surname...it means "anointed one".  We are all "anointed ones". 
It says the power of the Spirit is given to every believer to fulfill their calling with 
supernatural help from God. 
 
Paul goes on and makes a long list of how this "Body of Christ" is the Church....with 
each person having a vital part to play to make a functioning community of God. 
 
A critical and unrecognized part of the Church body are "managers".  Managers are 
people who know how to take a disparate lot of resources and put them together in 
such a way that they function as a whole.  Those resources are people, finances, 
asserts, energies, infrastructure etc.  They can see a broader picture of what needs to 
be done and how it should be done.  It is a precious gift. 
 
When someone runs an organization that does not have the gift and anointing of 
management they waste resources and destroy companies or organizations. 
 
Rassie Erasmus and his coaching management team had a calling on them for this job.  
The talented players were always there.  The management team knew the best strategy 
for victory and who to pick, according to their strategic plan of play to defeat every 
obstacle to the Webb Ellis trophy.  
 
So I will make this declaration:  
 
Southern Africa is uniquely blessed of God to have every raw material we need to 
bring prosperity and blessing to all our people.  We also have the right people with the 
needed skills to make prosperity happen for all. 
 
But we have never had the right management to make this happen.  That includes 
previous governments and this government. And it includes the lot of white collar 
criminals and bad managers who run our companies for their own benefit of higher 
quarterly bonuses instead of the long term prosperity of the company (Steinhoff, 
Tongaat, Bait, and all the wasteful losses of overseas aquisitions!) 
 
Within the Body of Christ in Southern Africa there are people anointed of God who 
have the skills, the abilities and the management expertise to make this the Lord's 
people blessed and prosperous ...a sign to the nations and a witness of the Body of 
Christ in action to the world. 
 
Our problem is that every political party think that they have a duty to put their 
cadre's into the economy to run the economy.  God has given the political 
establishment the gift of "government"...but limited government.  Scripture defines 
their role as those "bearing the sword" with the God given right to keep law and order 
and judge the wicked and punish wrongdoers.  
 



God has given the gift of governance or management of the economy and other areas 
of national life to those who have His anointing to manage air lines, railways, health, 
farming, power stations, banking, finance, trade, manufacturing, education... 
 
When the political government steps out of its boundaries and anointing from God 
into areas that He has called other to do....there is the disaster that we see all over 
Southern Africa...poverty, crime, sickness etc. 
 
We need our church leaders to start to recognize the gift of 'government" as a vital 
part of the mission of the church.  We need to have some conferences not geared to 
traditional 5-fold ministry conferences of apostles and prophets.... 
 
What about some conferences from those called to lead and manage banking, 
education, power production, food production....how about some anointed Christian  
leaders giving us visionary solutions from the Lord to these pressing problems facing 
our nation. 
 
How about we have a special management leadership conference on who is called of 
God to manage our municipalities.  How about an agreement that politics are kept out 
of our municipalities so that we can talk about who has some good plans for trash 
removal, water supply, sanitation, housing, roads and electricity?  Why are all the 
churches in every town and city in our land not getting together to seek the Lord as to 
who has the calling and anointing of God to manage our local municipality? 
 
2020 is going to be pivotal year for the church and our nation.  We need fresh vision 
and new hope for the future.  And fresh faith and belief that this part of planet earth in 
Southern Africa belongs to the Lord and when we pray "thy kingdom come thy will 
be done in 2020" that includes His will being done through His anointed management 
team to implement the Kingdom agenda in our land.  
 
 


